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CONVENTION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN 
AND OHINA RELATING TO SIKKIM AND 
TIBET. 

Signed at Calcutta, March 17, 1890. 

[ h t i f i c a t i m  exchanged at London, Auguet 27, 1890.1 

WHEREAS Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, Empress of India, and His Majesty the 
Emperor of China, are sincerely desirous to nlaixltain and per- 
petuate the relations of frieudship and good understanding which 
now exist between their respective Empires; and whereas recent 
occurrences have tended towards a disturbance of the said relations, 
and i t  is desirable to clearly define and pernlanently settle certain 
matters connected with the boundary between Sikkirn and Tibet, 
Her Britannic Majesty and His Majesty tlie Emperor of China 
have resolved to conclude a Convention on this subject, and have, 
for this purpose, named Plenipotentiaries, that is to say: 

Her RIa,jesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, his 
Excellency tlie Riost Honou~ible Henry Charles Keith Petty Fitz- 
manrice, G.11 .S.I., G.C.M.G., G.hI.1.E , Illarquess of Lansdowne, 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India ; 

And His Majesty the Emperor of China, his Excellency Sh6ng 
Tai, I~llperial Associate Resident in Tibet, Military Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-Gover~lor ; 

Who, having met and conlin~unicated to each other their full 
powers, and finding these to be in proper form, have agreed up011 
the following Conventioil in eight Articles :- 

ARTICLE I. 

The boundary of Sikkim nud Tibet sha.11 be the crest of the 
mountain range separating the waters flowing into the Siklrim 
Teestn and its affluents froin the waters flowing int,o the Tibetan 
Mochu and northwards into other Jiivers of Tibet. The line com- 



mences at Mount Gipmochi on tlie Bhutan frontier, and followa 
the above-mentioned water-parting to the point where it meets 
Nipal territory. 

ARTICLE 11. 

It is admitted that the British Government, whose Protectorate 
over the Sikkim State is hereby recognized, has direct and exclu- 
sive control over the internal adrilinistration and foreign relntions 
of that State, and except through and with the permission of the 
British Government, neither the Ruler of the State nor any of its 
officers shall have official relation's of any kind, formal or illformal, 
with any other country. 

ARTICLE 111. 

The Government of Great Britain and Ireland and the Govern- 
rnent of China engage reciprocally to respect the boundary as 
defined in Article I ,  and to prevent acts of aggression from their 
respective sides of the frontier. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The question of providing increased facilities for trade across 
the Sikkim-Tibet frontier will Ilereafter be discussed with a view 
to a mutually satisfactory arrailgeiuent by tlie High Contracting 
Powers. 

Tlle question of pasturage 011 tlie Sikkini sitle of the frontier is 
reserved for further examinnlion nucl future acljustnient. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The High C~nt~mcting Powers reserve for discussion and 
arrangcmcnt the iilethocl iu wliicl~ olficinl co~nlnunic:ltions between 
the British authorities ill Illdin and tlie authorities in Tibet shall 
be conductell. 

AETICLE VII. 

Two joint Comniissioncrs sllnll, witlii~i six inonths from the 
ratificntioll of tliis (Ioiivetition, lle appoil~tcd, one by the Critish 
Govern~iient in Intlin, t l~e  otl~er 1)y l11c Cl~i~lese liesident in Tibet. 
The said Co~rimissioncrs slinll iiicet n~ltl discuss qnes1ic)ns 
whic11, by the last tl~ree prcaeclii~g ~Articles, llnve beeu reserved. 



ARTICLE VIII .  

The present Convention shall be ratified, and the wtiiicntione 
ehall be exchanged in London aa soon as possible after the date of 
the signature thereof. 

I n  witness whereof the respective negotiators have signed the 
eame, and affixed thereunto tlie seals of their arma 

Done in quadruplicate at  Calcutta, this 17th day of March, in 
the year of our Lord 1890, correspoudi~w with the Clinease date, 
the 27th day of the 2nd moon of the 16th year of Kuang IFsii 

(L.S.) (Signed) LANSDOWNE. 
(L.S.) Signature of the Chinese Plenipotentiby. 

REGULATIONS regardinq Trmle, Cmwt~cnicat.ion, and Pasturage, to 
be appended to the Sikkim- Fibet Convention of 1890.-Sigltcd at 
Darjeeling, December 5, 18 93. 

I. A trade mart shall be established a t  Yatung on the Tibetan 
side of the frontier, and shall be open to all British subjecttj for 
purposes of trade from the 1st day of Riny, 1894. The Gorern- 
merit of India shall be free to send officers to reside a t  ITatung to 
watch the conditions of British trade at that mart. 

IT. British subjects trading a t  Yntung shall be at  liberty to 
travel freely to aiid fro between the frontier and Yatung, to 
reside a t  Yatung, and to rent houses and godowns for their o\vn 
accommodation, and the storage of their qoods, The Chinese 
Governnient undertake that suitable Luildlngs for the above 
purposes shall be provided for British subjects, and also that n 
special and fitting residence shall be provided for the officer cjr 
officers appointed by the Government of India under ljegulation I 
to reside a t  Yatung. British subjects shall be at  liberty to sell 
their goods to wliomsoever they please, to purchase native coni- 
modities in kind or in money, to hire transport of ally kind.,,md in 
general to conduct their business transactions in coufoni~ity with 
local usage, and without arty vexatious ~.estrictio~\s. Such British 
subjects shall receive efficient protectioli for their persons aiid 
property. A t  Lang-jo and Ta-chun, between tlie frontier and 
Yatung, where rest-houses have been built by tlie Tibetan authoii- 
ties, British subjects can break their journey in consideration of a 
daily rent. 

111. Iniport and ex1)ort trade in the following articles: alms, 
amnlunition, military stores, salt;, liquors, and ~ntoxicating or 
narcotic drugs! may, a t  the option of either Governnient, be 
entirely prolilL)ltec, or permittet1 only on such conditions as either 
Government, on their own side, mtxy thhk fit to impose. 



IV. Goods, other than goods of the descriptions enumeruted in 
Regulritiou 111, entering Tibet from British India, across tho 
Sikkim-Tibet frontier, or vice verso?, whatever their origin, allall be 
exempt from duty for a period of five years, com~nencing froiii the 
date of the opening of Yatung to trade, but after the expiration 
of this term, if found desirable, a tariff may be mutually agreed 
upon ancl enforced. 

Indian tea may be imported into Tibet at  a rate of duty not 
exceeding that at  which Cliinese tea is imported iiitu Eiiglai~d, but 
trade in Indian tca, sllall not be engaged in during tlie five years 
for wliich other con~nloclities arc exenipt. 

V. All goods on arrival at  Yatung, whether from British India 
or from Tibet, must be reported a t  the Customs Station there for 
examination, and the report must give full particulars of the 
description, quantity, and value of the goods. 

VT. In  the event of trade disputes arising between British 
and Chinese or Tibetan subjects in  Tibet, they slinll be inquired 
into slid settled i11 persoiial conference by tlie Political Oficer for 
Sililiim and the Chinese frontier officer. The object of personal 
conference being to ascertaiii facts and tlo justice, where there is a, 

divergence of mews, the law of the country to which the defendaiit 
belongs shall guide. 

VII. Despatches from the Government of India to the Chinese 
Imperial Resident in Tibet shall be handed over by tlie Political 
Officer for Sikkiin to the Chinese Froiltier Officer, who will forward 
thein by special courier. 

Despatches froill tlie d~linese Iinperid Resident in Tibet to tlie 
Governiiielit of India will be handed over by the Cllinese Froiitier 
Oficer to the Political OfEcer for Sikliim, wlio will forward thein 
a,, quickly as possible. 

VIII .  I)espatclies between the Cliiiiese and Tlidian officials 
must lje treated with due respect, arid coul.icrs will be assisted in 
passiug to arid fro by the oficers of each Guvernuient. 

IX. After the expiratio11 of one year froui tlie date of the 
operiing of Yatung, such Tibetans as continue to graze their cattle 
in Sikkiin will be subject to such Regulations as tlie British 
Goverilment may from time to time enact for the general conduct 
of ,prazing in Sikkim. Due notice will be given of such Hegu- 
lations. 

I. I n  the event of disagreement between the Political Officer 
for Sikliirn and the Chinese Froiitier Officer, each ofticial shall 
report the matter to his i~~inlecliate superior, who i11 turn, if a 
settleinent is not arrived a t  between them, shall refer such matter 
to their respective Governments for disposal. 

11. After the lapse of five years from the clate on which tliese 
Regulations shall collie into force, ant1 oil six nlontlis' notice given 
by either p.~rl;y, tliese Itegulatinns slinll I)e sul~ject to revisivii by 
Commissioners appointed on both sides for this purpose, who shall 



be empowered to decido on and adopt such amendments and exten- 
siona aa experiencc shall prove to be desirable. 

111. I t  having beeu stipulated that Join1 Comriesionera mhould 
be appoinkd by the British nnd Chinesc Governments under the 
VIIth Article of the Sikkim-Til~et Convention to mwt and dis- 
CUSR, with a view to the final rnltlenient of tbo questions merved 
under Articles IV, V, and V1 of the said Convention ; and the 
Corllmissioners thus appointed having met and discumd tho 
questions referred to, naucly, Trdc ,  Comniunicc~tion, alld I'm- 
turage, have been further appointed to  sigu the Ap-wment in nine 
bg&tions and three General Articles now arrived at, nrid to 
declare that the said nine Begulatiolls and the three General 
Articles form part of the Convention itself. 

I n  witness whereof the respective Comxnisaioners have hereto 
subscribed their names. 

Done in quadruplicate a t  Darjeeling, thi8 5th day of December, 
in the year 1893, correspondiug with the Chinese date the 28th 
day of the 10th moon of the 19th year of Kuang Ksii 

(Signed) A W. PAUL, 
(L.S.) British Cmmissioaer. 

(Signed) H 0  CHANG-JUNG, 
JAMES H. HART, 

&S-) Chinese C m r n ~ ~ .  
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